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NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 


Received up to 13th May, 1880. 


POLITICAL. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 7th May refers to the 
friendly message sent by Abdul Rab- 
man Khan to the British officers at 
Kabul, and remarks that the Government of India should 
not trust him. His professions of friendship are not sincere, 
and are only calculated to deceive the Government. To 
place him on the throne of Kabul would be virtually making 
over Afghanistan to the Russians. Among other things he 
states in the message that the sardars of Kohistan and the 
remnants of the army have recognised him as the Amir. 
Who could these sardars be? Only the other day all the Afghan, 
sardars told the British officers that Yakab Khan should be 
recalled or Musa Khan appointed ‘his successor. Probably 
the sardars and the troops who are said to have ac 

him as the Amir are our opponents, who may be justly. called 
rebels. If he is their leader, he is e rebel. I. a conn 
regency of Afghan sardars.is ppointed du 

minority, Abdul Rahman may be app ‘int te 


Abdul Rahman Khan. 
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a suitable income, but he should by no means be placed on 


the throne.’ True he is an able and experienced man, but 
can we repose faith in him? 


The Kol-i- Nur of the 8th May, in regard to the proposal 
of the Aujuman-i-Funjub, that Musa 
Khan should be appointed Amir of 
Kabul, and that a council of regency, consisting of the differ- 
ent pretenders to the throne, such as Abdal Rahman Khan, 
Wali Muhammad, &., established during his minority, remarks 
that it is very diffieal t at present to propose a new ruler for 
Kabul. True Musa Khan is the heir-apparent, but we have 
not to take mere birth into consideration. .We want an 
Amir who should be influential and strong enough to restore 
peace and order in the country. Musa Khan is still a boy. 
If he is placed on the throne, what arrangements should be 
made to conduct the alministration during his minority? If 
the administration is placed in the hands of British 
officers, it should be remembered: that the Afghans cannot 
bear the establishment of British officers in Kabul, as 
has repeatedly been proved by experience. Our contem- 
porary thinks that if the different pretenders to the throne 
were appointed members of a council of regency, they would 
be satisfied. But in our opinion this would only serve to 
inorease their jealousy, and the result would be that disorder 
would soon spread over the whole country. It is no doubt 
desirable that everything should be given to its rightfal 
owner, But when the person who has the best claim to 
thing is too young to manage it, and is sure to ruin it baton 
he comes of age, it is better that it should be made ove 
to the claimant next in order who is capable of ke ng... 


The Amirship of Kabul. 


We have not yet nominated any man for the Amirship, nor lo 
we wish to nominate one until we know what esau ö 
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lately sent a mission to the British officers at Kabul with a 
message to the éffect that he isa faithful servant of the British 
Government, that he should not be considered an enemy 
because of his having lived so long in Russian territories, 
that he has received no assistance from. the Russians, and 
that he is indebted to the Amir of Bokhara for what strength 
he possesses. This shows what are his intentions. He 
may now have an opportunity of. gratifying his ambition, as 
we surmised some time ago. It is obvious that he posesses 
great influence and is well acquainted with the affairs of 
the country. Hence he appears to be quite capable of ruling 
over it. 7 
NATIVE STATES. 


A correspondent of the Safir: Hind (Amritsar) of the Sth | 
May states that the article which ap- 
peared in the Panjabi Akhbar of the 
24th April, in defence of the Kashmir. Darbar against the 
Civil and Military Gazette, was obviously published only with 
the object of winning the good will of the Darbar. If the 
editor of the Panjabi Akhbar is a true well-wisher of the Ma- 
haraja, he should have drawn his attention to the maladminis- 
tration that prevails in the state. True no Government cah 
prevent a famine or a pestilence, but a Government i is responsi- 
ble for the way it renders relief to the sufferers. Whenever 
there is a famine in any province in British India, the British 
officers exert themselves night and day in mitigating the 
distress, and equally render relief to Musalmans, Hindus, and 
Christians. No indulgence is shown to any class of the 
community. But in Kashmir only the Musalmans éuffered 
from the famine. The Maharaja is undoubtedly an able 
and conscientious prince, but all his officers are bad. Why 
does not he appoint better officers ? No ‘officer is punishéd 
for any fault, If an officer commits an offence be is dis- 
missed from his post, bat is soon after appointed to another 
post. Bribery and corruption ‘greatly prevail ee" the 
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officers. 
in celebrating the marriages of his sons and in showing 
hospitality to European visitors, but does nothing to im- 
prove the administration. Nothing oould be further from 
our wish at present than that Kashmir should be annexed. 
In our opinion the Government of India should take the ad- 
ministration of the state into its own hands for some time, 
and when it has placed the administration on a satisfactory 


footing, it should make over the state again to the Maharaja. 


If he again proves incapable of ruling, the state should be 
annexed. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i-Hind of the 4th May, 

The Jama Masjid, writing from Kashmir, complains that 
Kashmir. a Muhammadan mosque at Srinagar, 
called the Jama Masjid} is in a very bad state. It is a very 
large building and was built in 801 Hijra by Sikundar, the 
late king of Kashmir. A stream of water passed through the 
courtyard of the masjid, ia which the Musalmans who went 
to the masjid to offer prayers performed the necessary able- 


tions. Formerly a fair was held on every Friday in the court- 


yard, so that thousands of Musalmans assembled. on that 


day and offered their prayers. In 1849 the stream was stap- 
ped in order that the Musalmans might be exposed to ingon- 
In 1860, when Panna, 
the late Vazir, founded Maharajganj, he abolished. the fair and 
prohibited traders from going to the masjid under a severe 
Had the masjid been situated on the bank of a 
river, it would have long ago been turned into a. granary 
or a brewery. The total revenue of the state is about eighty- 


venience from the scarcity of water. 


penalty. 


four lakhs and thirty thousand rupees, of which: 


lakh and thirty-one thousand rupees, at the rate of a pi 1 . 
the rupee, are devoted to the support of temples. and . 
charitable purposes. As the revenue is derived both from the 
Hindus and the Musalmans, the charitable fund shou nd 


devoted to the support both of the Hina 


The Mabaraja spends a great deal a money 
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Muhammadan mosques, It is surprising. that though the 
Maharaja has contributed ten thousand rupees towards the cost 
of the construction of the cathedral charch at Lahore, he does 
not repair the Jama Masjid at Srinagar. It is rumoured 
that some persons at Srinagar intended to raise subscrip- 
tions in India for the repair of the masjid. They accordingly 
wrote a memorandum on the condition of the masjid, in order 
to present it to the Musalmans of India, and obtained signa- 
tares to it. They have thereby incurred the displeasure of the 
Maharaja. He is anxious to imprison the originators of the 
project as well as all those men who signed the memorandum. 


The Gwaliar Gazette of the 2nd May states that a salute 
of 31 guns was fired at Gwaliar by a 
battery of Sindhia’s army on the 26th 
April in honour of the capture of Ghazni by British troops. 


The fall of Ghazni. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Mitra Vilas of the 10th May states that the results of 


bed Lytton’s Indian the late general elections are a matter 
wdministration. of national congratulation. The Conser- 
vatives, the oppressors of India, have fallen, and the Liberals, 
the friends of India, have come into power. Mr. Gladstone, 
who takes a deep interest in our welfare, has been appointed 
the new Prime Minister, and the result is that the officers 
who used to oppress us have already begun to leave the coun- 


try and fly home. Look at Lord Lytton, our ‘present Viceroy. 


We should not call him our present Viceroy. He has already 
made over charge of his office and starts to-day from Simi 
on his way home. He is so mortified that he does not wish to 
visit Calcutta and goes home direct. The question is whether 
we should regret his departure from India or rejoice at it. 
When we look at the chief events of his administration, there 
seems to be nothing which could induos us to regret his depar. 
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ture. The first important event of his administration was the 


late Delhi assemblage which was held in honour of the as- 


sumption by Her Majesty of the title of Empress of Indis, 
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All the native chiefs were invited to attend it. Even some 
members of the press were honoured with an invitation. 
Lord Lytton won the goodwill of the natives by holding out 
great hopes to them in his Darbar address. So far 80 good. 
But unfortunately the Darbar was held at a time when 
famine was fiercely raging in the Deccan. It increased the 


severity of the famine and thousands of inen died of starvation, 


Lord Lytton devised a remedy which has proved: worse than 
the disease. He levied a license-tax which affected monthly 
incomes of even Rs. 8, and declared that the proceeds of the 
tax, which were estimated at one and a half million sterling, 
would be devoted only to the relief and prevention of famine. 
The reader will see further on how far he has fulfilled his 
promise. The Afghan war is the next important event of his 
administration. Before he undertook the war he passed t * 
Vernacular Press Act, in order that the vernacular newspap 
might not freely express their opinions and only say ditto to 
what the Government says. The Act has greatly lowered their 
prestige. It is well known what a great loss of men, animals, 
and money this unrighteous war has involved. Although! it was 
rendered necessary by the enmity existing between Engl aD 
and Russia, poor India has been saddled with the cost. ‘The 
financial pressure was so great owing to the war that: Tard 
Lytton did not feel ashamed to break his promise and vO 
the Famine Insurance Fund to the payment of the war: . 
penses. He has checked the spread of education by abolicb 
ing the Delhi college and many other literary institutions = 
spite of the express declaration of Her Majesty that n a tit 5 
are eligible for the Covenanted Civil Service like Buro oy 1 * 
he has precluded them from it and created a ris . 
the Native Civil Service, for them. Moreover, in or 1. a 
the new service may not be reserved entirely for the n 

he has extended the term natives to Burasians nite : 
peans permanently domiciled in India. Thé Barasim 4. ih 
Europeans, who formerly looked down with ¢ alee 
upon the term native, are now glad that’ they: hii re! 10 
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classed with natives. The passing of the Factory Act, the 
abolition of the cotton import duties, and the offering of an 
insult to the deputation of the Indian Association, are the 
remaining noteworthy acts of Lord Lytton. These are the chief 
events of his administration. He has obviously done nothing 
which could induce us to regret his departure from India, as 
we have already stated. On the contrary, we should rejoice at 
his departure. He has however done some good things also, 
to which we will refer in our next issue, 


The Koh-i-Neér of the 8th May states that it is well 
The grievances of the known that the condition of the 
natives. natives is at present much better than 
what it was under the late régime. However, it is not yet 
what it should be.. The spread of education has increased 
our wants and aspirations. As Lord Ri pon belongs to the 
Liberal party, which is very anxious to promote the. best 
interests of India, we hope that be will endeavour to 
redress all our grievances. The higher ranks of the public 
service are still practically closed against us. The new Civil 
Service Rules have not much improved matters. They 
require to be greatly altered before they can be accept- 
able to the educated youths of good. family. A candidate 
of high birth has removed his name from the list because 
they do not recognise merit as a qualification of primary 
importance. No school has yet been established to teach 
the European industrial arts to the, natives. Agriculture is 
the chief industry of India, but it is in a very unsatisfactory 
condition. Measures should be adopted to improve it: espe- 
cially irrigation works should be constructed on an an exten- 
sive scale, True the Government has already co nstructed 
many canals, but they are not sufficient for the requirements 
of the country. Lord Lytton’s Government bas greatly 
increased the dignity of native chiefs, but it is to be, gr atted 
that some Anglo-Indian papers have raised donbts and. fears 
in their minds which we-hope-Lord. Ripon vill soon. remove. 
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on Lord Beaconsfield’s neck, and that of an ox on Mr. Glad- 
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Tlie natives do not possess the same rights and privileges as 


Europeans Even the Judges recognise the distinction of creed 


and colour. We have been burdened with new taxes, and res- 
trictions have beén imposed upon the liberty of the press. It 
is our earnest prayer that Lord Ripon may take all these 
* into his consideration. } 


The Oudh Punch of the 4th May publishes a piatare in 


The Ovdh Punchandthe Which Lord Beaconsfield is represen- 
change of the English ted as parting from Mr. Gladstone. 


8 The picture of an ass's head hangs 


stone’s. The letter-press is the first five words of a Persian 
proverb which means—“ What have I to do with the oe 
that an ox came and an ass went away? 


The Berar Samdchdr of the 19th May states that the Pu- 

The Bombay Medical ropean and Native Doctors of Bomb 
Practitioners Bill. are endeavouring to induce the Bom- 
bay Government to pass a law regarding medical pradti- 
tioners in Bombay. If the proposed law is passed, ‘the 
haktms and vaids will not be able to practice medicine and 0 ’ 
a penalty. Now it should be observed that all doctors sre 
not skilful, nor are all vaids ignorant. The natives have atil 
great faith in their vaids and habt. We have seen savers 
vaids at Pana who are held in great estimation by the people 
They give medicine gratis every day to large nnmbeft 0 
poor patients who’ go to their houses. Well-to-do persons 
send for them and pay them fees. True, ignorant he ak (me and 
wzids are to be found in sthall towns and villages 1 es me- 
times poison patients. In order to prevent this ‘class of me 
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A correspondent of the same paper states that the herse- 
Borse Allowanes to sub- allowance to, sub-overseers in Berar 
overseers in Berar. bas ‘been reduced to Rs. 7-8-0 a 
month from last: year. It is surprising that it was deemed 
expedient to reduce the allowance when there was a acarcity 
of food in the province and gram sold at 12 seers the rupee. 
The cost of keeping a horse in time of scarcity was Rs. 5 for 
gram, Rs. 4 for grasa, and Rs 6 the pay of the cee. The sub- 
overseers in Bombay and the Central Provinces get a horse 

allowance of Es. 12-8-0 a month. The present Resident at 
Haidarabad is a thoughtful man. It is hoped that he will 
take the question into consideration. . 


The Aujuman-i-Panjab of the 7th: May states that the na- 


Lord Lytton’s Indian tives are generally under the impres- 


administration. a sion that Lord Ripon will change the 


present Afghan policy as soon as he arrives in India. But they 
are mistaken. It is his duty to support everything which 
Lord Lytton has done with good motives, and he will 
undoubtedly do so. If Lord Lytton settles the Kabul diffi- 
culty before he makes over charge of the Viceroyalty, well 
and good. Even if he leaves the difficulty unsettled, it would 
be a mistake to imagine that Lord Ripon will at once bring 
the war to an end and give up the advantages that have 
already been secured. Since: his arrival in India Lord Lytton 
has indefatigably devoted himself to the solution of the diffi- 


cult questions which were not touched by his predecessors.’ 


Some persons are of opinion that he is responsible for the 
Kabul war. But it should be observed that affairs in Af- 
ghanistan over which he had no control reached a crisis which 
rendered a war inevitable. Ifa Russian. mission were wel- 
comed at Kabul and our mission were refused odmission in 
the time of Lord Northbrook.or Lord Ripou, war with Afghan- 
istan would be ousidered equally ‘necessary. Lard. Lytton 
has very ably conducted ‘the war. He bas impressed the 


Afghans with an idea ofthe power of the British Government, 
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obtained possession of Kandahar, and secured a good frontier 


for India. He has passed new rules to facilitate the ‘admis: 
sion of natives to the Civil Service. It was his good ‘fortune 
to celebrate the assumption of the Imperial title by Her Ma- 
jesty by a grand Darbar at Dehli. Such a Darbar has never 
been held before. It is idle to condemn the Afghan war on 
the ground that it has exhausted the Indian exchequer. 
Everything involves expenditure. Did the Zulu war cost 
Government nothing? 


The Hindi Pradip for May states that the native proverb 


that when a blind man - distributes 


The grant of a bonus 
of Rs, 50,000 to Sir John swéetmeats he always gives them to 


e it his own friends and relatives is well 
sealable to the Government of India. The Government 
has granted a bonus of, fifty thousand rupees to Sir John 
Strachey, the Finance Minister, who is about to retire from 
the service. Has the Government ever granted a bonus of 
even one thousand rupees toa native officer? What has 
Sir John Strachey done for us to deserve such a large bonus ? 
Has it been granted to him in recognition of bis ser- 
vices in imposing the oppressive license tax upon us in order 
to increase the general revenues of the empire? Be that as 


it may, we wish him a happy journey home. 


The same paper states that the return of a majority of Lite 

‘The new Liberal Gov- ral members to Parliament at the late 
2 general elections shows that the Ber 
tish people do not approve of Lord Beaconsfield’s imperial 
The Liberals will now undoubtedly come into office. Af the 


pursue a liberal policy in accordance with their name, the 


natives will derive many benefits from their goverame 
The authors of the Press Act and the Arms Act; otte of iit 
has closed our months and the other is calculated to ad 
effeminate, will be aggrieved to see them abolished, 4% 
license tax too may be abolished, and India relieved from pay! n 
the cost of the war. What a happy day it. will be w . 
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natives are relieved from the license- tax The new Liberal 
Government should now send sucha Viceroy to India as should. 
conciliate the people whom the oppressive rule of the Conser- 
vatives has alienated, and bridge over the gulf that exists be- 
tween the rulers and the ruled by placing them on a footing of 
equality. The Indian policy of the Conservatives, especially 
the unnecessary waging of the Kabul war, seems to have been 
the cause of their fall. They should be more careful i in future. 


The Alsan- ul- Akbar of the 6th May complains of the alleg- 
Seyyad Imdad Ali Khan, ed illegal conduct of Sayyad Imdad 
i 4 ben ow 4 85 Ali Khan, the Deputy Collector of 
dhsan-u(- Akhbar, Moradabad, towards the editor. The 
editor states that Sayyad Imdad Ali Khan is entrusted with 
the daty of exercising supervision over the vernacular news- 
papers published in Moradabad. In the course of an article 
on Afghanistan in the Ahsan-ul-Akhbar of the 15th January, 
1880, we wrote, says the editor, as follows: Who can have 
the courage to say that the British invasion of Afghanistan is 
unwarranted? It is well known that, in spite of all the favours 
bestowed by the English Government upon Afghanistan, Sher 
Ali welcomed a Russian mission in Kabul and refused to 


receive a British mission. This was an insult which, if 


it were not immediately avenged, would have lowered British 
prestige in the eyes of the natives.“ In regard to the above 
article, Sayyad Imdad Ali, the Magistrate of the first olass, 
sent us the following order on the 20th January :—“ With 
reference to the Ahsan-ul-Akhbar, No. 3, of the 15th January, 
1880, you are requested to state whether the word natives 


in the sentence that British prestige would have been low- 


ered in the eyes of the natives means only the inhabitants of 
Amroha, especially those of muhalla Danishmandan, or all 
the natives of India. Look at clause (a), section 3 of Act IX 


of 1878. Send an early reply.“ It will bo observed that 


Our press is situated at muhalla Danishmandan in Amroha, 
and that clause (a), section 3 of Act: IX. of 187 8, is about the 
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execution’ of bonds by the printérs’ and pubfishers of news: 


papers. Anyone will at once see what an illegal act it was 
on the part of Sayyad Imdad Ali to send us the above order, 


The editor refers to another article in the same pa per, in 
which he protested against the burning of the dead bodies 
of Afghans at Kabul, and remarked that a civilized nation 
should endeavour to civilize barbarous. nations, and that 
it should not commit such acts as are opposed to civiliza: 
tion in. a barbarous country. In regard to this sentence, 
Sayyid Imdad Ali sent a letter to the editor, asking ‘whether 
the sentence means that the English Government commits 
barbsrous acts. The editor then states that on the 21st Janu- 
ary Sayyid Imdad Ali forwarded him a copy of Government. 
Circular No. 344, dated 8th April, 1878, with an order to the 
effect that as his paper was a new one, he had no right. to offer 
advice. ‘ We have carefully read the circular and. the Press 
Act, says the editor, bat we have not found any provision in 
either of them to the effect that a new paper has no right to 
offer advice. In our opinion every newspaper, whether it is 
an old or a new one, can freely express its opinions. Sayyad 
Imdad Ali was not satisfied with this. He also complained 
against us to the District Magistrate, and told him that the 
Ahson-ul-Akhbar is a seditious paper. But he took no notice 


of his complaint. We had a personal interview with him at 
Amroha.“ 


RAILWAY. 


gene The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 10th May stata 
The railway station, that, as the railway station at Amraoti 

Amracti. is situated on the other side of the 

railroad, the passengers have to go to the station by. 2 air. 

cuitous way, to their great inconvenience. There is a 1 

eircuitous way which passes by the railway goode- 

but no oneis allowed to go by that way. An iron ig 

should be constructed over the railroad at the station f 
order to remove.this inconvenience. Moreover, there is . * 
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waiting-room for the third-class passengers, They have to 
sit in the open air, which exposes. them to great inconvenience, 
especially in the hot and the rainy seasons, 


The Jaipur Gasette of the 5th May states that the Mad- nt 
The reduction of the Yas Railway Company has decided. to alia anes 
— 3 Hudian reduce the fare for third-class passen- 
Railway, gers to two pies per mile. This rate 
will be charged for all trains. The East Indian Railway 
authorities should alao. reduce the rate, as there is no differ- 


ence between the speed and the gauge of the two — 


; MISCELLANEOUS 


“(A new weekly comic paper, entitled the Indian Punch, 
has lately e started at ‘Tucknow.) 
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